Prevalence of latex sensitivity in patients with malignancies.
An increased frequency of allergic reactions to latex have been reported in specific populations with chronic latex exposure (e. g., children with spina bifida, health-care workers, rubber and doll-manufacturing workers). However, latex sensitization occurs in adult patients with no known risk factors. This study investigated hypersensitivity to latex in patients with malignancies. We studied 70 adult patients (40 females, 30 males) with a standard questionnaire, skin prick tests (SPTs) with latex, common aeroallergens and fruits to all of the subjects. In addition, specific IgE concentrations for all of these allergens were measured in serum with the Pharmacia UniCAP system. The prevalence of latex sensitization was found to be 11.4% (n = 8). Both SPTs and anti-latex IgE antibodies of these patients were positive in the sera. Latex sensitization was related to the personal history of allergic diseases (p = 0.02), the duration of disease (p = 0.01), and the number of invasive procedures (p = 0.04). This study shows that latex hypersensitivity is present in patients with malignancies. From our results latex sensitization must be kept in mind while dealing with this susceptible patient group.